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Introducing

Dear customers and friends,
It is with great pleasure that Nonesuch Books & Cards is spearheading a cam-
paign to raise funds and resources in support of the Childlife program at the
Barbara Bush Children's Hospital and the pediatric and newborn wards at
Southern Maine Medical Center. Our goal is to help make kids feel better
through the power of books.

Maine Med's Childlife program pro-
vides a full-time teacher, plus a class-
room, small library, play area and
family facility for the children who
are patients on the Barbara Bush
wing. It is an amazing facility and

inspiring to experience. At any given time, as many as 45 children, some suffer-
ing serious chronic or terminal disease, are patients at the hospital. Children
come from all over Maine to seek treatment at Maine Medical Center, which is
committed to making the difficult experience as loving and caring as possible.
The Barbara Bush Children’s Center sees over 40,000 visits from Maine’s chil-
dren every year. The Childlife program is in constant need of good books and
other book-related items. 

In Biddeford, Southern Maine
Medical offers in-patient pediatric
and newborn services, and also needs
good books for their patients. 

The Friends of Nonesuch Books will seek to raise funds and resources (gifts in
kind) from the general public, our publishing partners, local vendors and our
service providers. Our goal is to involve our whole business community with a
variety of donation options and build a first rate library and resource center for
our communities’ sick children. 

Each year we will set a drive goal and earmark specific items of need. Our fund-
raising strategy is two-fold. Every October we will initiate a public fund drive in
our stores and selectively throughout our industry. And on a year-round basis,
we will continue to funnel resources as available.

Here’s how you can help:
� Donate cash into our donation boxes, located next to the cash registers.

A small donation is all that is asked.
� Purchase a children’s book to be donated to the hospital and Nonesuch will

discount the book 25%. Ask in the store to see the book “wish list.” We’ll
have bookplates available that you can personalize.

� Enter our raffle for several lots of retired Beanie Babies. $50-$100 value!
� Donate your used book credit slips towards hospital book purchases.
� If you belong to a civic group or book group, consider having your group

make a donation or raise money on behalf of the Friends of Nonesuch.

Thank you for considering this donation. We all know that books can help bring
joy and healing to the sick children in our community.

Thanks,

Jon & Carrie

The Friends of 
Nonesuch Books

“Helping kids feel better 

through the power of books”

FYI: This is a tentative list of needs for this year:

� Books for teenagers � Board books for toddlers
� Audio books � Audio players
� Book cart for the family area � Magazine subscriptions
� Books for the family resource library
� Special interest books like world records, short stories, large print, I Spy
� A fund for emergency books

Book Sense Finalists
The Year’s Best Illustrated Books for Children

(Preschool to Second Grade)

The holidays are coming and it’s nice to have a list of great books for gift-giving all
throughout the year. Independent booksellers throughout the U.S. nominated and
voted for their favorite picture books this year … to us, they’re all winners.

How I Became a Pirate – WINNER
What’s a pirate’s favorite letter of the alphabet? RRRR,
of course! When Braid Beard’s pirate crew invites Jere-
my Jacob to join their voyage, he jumps right on board.
Buried treasure, sea chanteys, pirate talk –— who
wouldn’t go along? Soon Jeremy Jacob knows all about
being a pirate. He throws his food across the table and
his manners to the wind. He hollers like thunder and
laughs off bedtime. It’s the heave-ho, blow-the-man-
down, very best time of his life. Until he finds out
what pirates  don’t do — no reading bedtime stories,

no tucking kids in … Maybe being a pirate isn’t so great
after all. Caldecott Honor-winning illustrator David Shannon teams up

with witty storyteller Melinda Long for a hilarious look at the finer points of pirate
life in How I Became a Pirate ($16, Harcourt, 0-1520-1848-4). 

Diary of a Wombat
In Australia, they say they are just as cute and cuddly
as the koala bear, but just haven’t had the public rela-
tions to make them as well-known. What do wombats
actually do all day? Go on a weeklong adventure with
the cute, but slow-moving wombat in this hilarious yet
realistic tale, Diary of a Wombat ($14, Clarion,
0618381368) by Jackie French, with wonderful acrylic
illustrations by Bruce Whatley, where a young female
wombat becomes friends with a human family.

Diary of a Worm
And what does a worm do all day? Surprisingly, a worm is not that
different from you or me. Except he eats his homework. Oh, and
his head looks a lot like his rear. Doreen Cronin, the New York
Times best-selling author of Click, Clack, Moo and Giggle, Giggle,
Quack, teams up with illustrator Harry Bliss in Diary of a Worm
($15.99, HarperCollins, 0-0600-0150-X) in this hysterical journal
about the daily doings and the hidden world of a lovable under-
ground dweller. 

Old Turtle and the Broken Truth
In this profoundly moving fable, the earth and all its crea-
tures are suffering, for the people will not share their Truth,
which gives them happiness and power, with those who are
different. Then one brave Little Girl seeks the wisdom of
the ancient Old Turtle, who sees that the people’s Truth is
not a whole truth, but broken. Old Turtle shows the girl the
missing part of the Truth and the Little Girl returns with it
to her people. Then the pieces are brought together, and
the broken Truth is made whole at last: “You are loved …
and so are they.” Then the people and the earth are healed in Old Turtle and the
Broken Truth ($17.95, Scholastic, 0-4393-2109-3) by one of our favorite authors,
Douglas Wood, with illustrator Jon J. Muth.

Olivia … and the Missing Toy
Olivia’s favorite stuffed animal is missing! Where is it? Olivia
is back and we’ll all read with great hope that she finds her
cuddly friend. Ian Falconer has created a lovable character
that has become a new classic and his latest story, Olivia … and
the Missing Toy ($16.95, Atheneum, 0-6898-5291-6), is just one
more you’ll love. 




